The 
INTRODUCTION
Since declaring independence in 1991, each country in Central Asia and the Caucasus has had to face the challenge of developing a "stand-alone" economy. Structural adjustment, particularly the privatization of large-scale state and collective farms, has had a detrimental effect on agricultural production and productivity, leading to poverty and a threat to food security in many areas of the region (ICARDA, 2002).
There are five countries in Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) and three countries in the Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia). Land area is 4.2 million km 2 . Diverse ecosystems and agroecological production systems characterize the region. Vegetable cultivation in the region is seasonal. Around half of production occurs in the fall (August -September), and the other quarter in the hot summer (June -July). The increase during the fall occurs because crops are sown in summer during a second sowing period. Very few vegetables are cultivated in winter (November -January) or early spring (February -March) (Ali, 2006) .
Currently about 40 species of vegetables, including indigenous and introduced species are cultivated in the region. Major vegetable crop production accounted for 73% of total production in 2006. Tomato was the most popular crop, followed by watermelon, onion, carrot, cabbages and cucumber ( Table 2 ).
In agricultural statistics all greens, legume and spice crops, pumpkin, squash, custard marrows, radish, turnip and less utilized crops are combined under the "other vegetable crops" category. With the break-up of the uniform seed system after the collapse of Soviet Union vegetable seed production declined throughout the region. Most countries still have not established an effective seed system for the production and distribution of quality seeds.
RESEARCH
Agricultural research development strategies in CAC are linked to national priorities for science. Laws guiding quarantine procedures, breeding and seed production, release of new varieties and variety protection were passed to foster the development of agriculture.
Some countries provide traditional basic financing for research institutes; a grants-based system to fund research is also beginning to develop. Due to a lack of finances, only 4.3% of the total resources allocated for agricultural research go to vegetable research, and the vegetable subsector receives a lesser share of human resources, only 3.4% (Ali et al., 2006 traits are promoted to increase vegetable production, diversify diets, and increase farmer income (Table 3) Through the dissemination of international public goods, knowledge exchange and regional and international partnerships, research for the sustainable development of agricultural sector can be implemented, and the economics and livelihoods of the population of Central Asia and the Caucasus improved. 
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